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Ambassador James Franklin Jeffrey currently serves as the 

Secretary’s Special Representative for Syria Engagement.  He is a 

senior American diplomat with experience in political, security, and 

energy issues in the Middle East, Turkey, Germany, and the Balkans. 

 

He has held senior assignments in Washington and abroad, including as deputy national security 

advisor (2007–2008); U.S. Ambassador to Iraq (2010–2012); U.S. Ambassador to Turkey 

(2008–2010); and U.S. Ambassador to Albania (2002–2004).  In 2010 Jeffrey was appointed to 

the highest rank in the U.S. Foreign Service, career ambassador.  From 1969 to 1976, Jeffrey was 

a U.S. Army infantry officer, with service in Germany and Vietnam. 
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